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of the previous twelve years it was for her moderation and
tolerance that she was abused by the French, not for conduct
of the opposite kind, and that it was contemptuously said of
her that she "had the olive branch always in her hand."

Nor do Catherine's own letters (reticent as they are about
herself) fail to give corroboiative testimony as to what was
her endeavour and what her difficulties. Writing after her son
Francis II 's death to her ambassador in Spam, she says that
her endeavour as Queen Regent will be "to rehabilitate fay
degrees all that the malice of the times 9 has destroyed in this
kingdom." While to her daughter Elizabeth she writes that
God has taken her brother, "and has left me with three little
children and a kingdom so divided that there is not a single
person in whom I can wholly trust, and who is not swayed by
party passion "10

There is no doubt that Catherine possessed all the qualities
for a just and wise government of France if only the religious
strife could have been put down, or had never arisen; and we
have numerous instances given us of the many improvements,
even distracted as the country was, which she introduced into
the administration. Like all who have greater abilities than
their fellows she had a joy in ruling, "un affetto di signoreg-
giare" as the Venetian ambassador Cavalli calls it. It is a
mistake to style this, as some have done, a lust for power; it
is a quality which all possess who are fitted to rule. And so
far from being a defect in Catherine, it would have shown a
culpable want of energy if, endowed as she was with unusual
abilities, she had not manifested this love of ruling.

During this third portion of her life, after she had reached
the age of forty, Catherine suddenly becomes charged with
the wholesale commission of crimes of murder. Regarding this
all that need be said here is that the accusation specifies no
particular individuals, and that as it begins simultaneously
with the religious conflict it is presumable that there is some
connection between the two matters. It may also be noted